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begin at that point an immediate rede-
ployment of their involvement in the 
Iraq War which must be completed by 
December of 2007. Other dates, October 
1, also are being discussed and other 
dates, including March 1, 2008. It was a 
startling contrast, to say the least. 

On Thursday of this week, our gen-
erals in Baghdad and our ‘‘generals’’ 
here in Congress were describing their 
plans for the war in Iraq. 

But I must say that history teaches 
that we have but one commander in 
chief, Madam Speaker. In fact, if you 
study the minutes of the Constitu-
tional Convention in that balmy sum-
mer of 1787, you will find more agree-
ment on no other point than that our 
Founders believed in the unified chain 
of command, that there would be one 
commander in chief and that that 
power, under article II of the Constitu-
tion, would be vested in the President 
of the United States. 

We have a role in this Chamber. 
Under article I, Congress has the exclu-
sive authority to declare war and to 
make decisions which will be a part of 
the aforementioned legislation to de-
termine whether and to what degree we 
will fund war. 

But the conduct of the war on the 
ground, including the setting of bench-
marks, the execution of timetables on 
the ground and the like, fall within the 
purview of the commanders and specifi-
cally the commander in chief. And I 
would argue, as something of a student 
of American history, during the Revo-
lutionary period, that our Founders re-
jected this because of painful experi-
ences during the Revolutionary War. 
Our first commander in chief, George 
Washington, actually would spend 
every night writing letters in his tent 
to Congress to ask permission for mili-
tary maneuvers and almost failed as a 
result of that micromanagement. 

Congress must not intrude on the 
constitutional province of the Presi-
dent of the United States to lead us as 
Commander in Chief. Napoleon said it 
best. He said, ‘‘I would rather face 20 
brilliant generals than one mediocre 
one.’’ 

We must, as we move into this de-
bate, carry before the American people 
a very simple principle: We must sup-
port our troops in the field, provide 
them with the resources they need to 
get the job done and come home safe. 
But in the midst of this debate, with 
civility, let us also take the case to the 
American people of whether or not 
they want one commander in chief or 
whether they want 435 commanders in 
chief elected to this article I body of 
the Congress. I say we have one leader 
of our military who leads our com-
manders on the ground. The Constitu-
tion says it; I will stand by it. 

AMENDMENT PROCESS FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 985, WHIS-
TLEBLOWER PROTECTION EN-
HANCEMENT ACT OF 2007; AND 
H.R. 1362, ACCOUNTABILITY IN 
CONTRACTING ACT 

(Mr. ARCURI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, the 
Rules Committee intends to meet the 
week of March 12 to grant a rule which 
may structure the amendment process 
for floor consideration of H.R. 985, the 
Whistleblower Protection Enhance-
ment Act of 2007. 

Members who wish to offer an amend-
ment to this bill should submit 55 cop-
ies of the amendment and a brief de-
scription of the amendment to the 
Rules Committee in H–312 in the Cap-
itol no later than 1 p.m. on Monday, 
March 12. 

Amendments should be drafted to the 
bill as ordered reported by the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. A copy of that bill is posted on 
the Web site of the Rules Committee. 
Amendments should be drafted by Leg-
islative Counsel and also should be re-
viewed by the Office of the Parliamen-
tarian to be sure that the amendments 
comply with the rules of the House. 
Members are also strongly encouraged 
to submit their amendments to the 
Congressional Budget Office for anal-
ysis regarding possible PAYGO viola-
tions. 

In addition, the Rules Committee in-
tends to meet next week to grant a 
rule that may structure the amend-
ment process on H.R. 1362, the Ac-
countability in Contracting Act. 

Members who wish to offer an amend-
ment to this bill should submit 55 cop-
ies of the amendment and a brief de-
scription of the amendment to the 
Rules Committee in H–312 in the Cap-
itol no later than 1 p.m. on Tuesday, 
March 13. 

Amendments must be drafted to the 
bill as ordered reported on March 8 by 
the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform. A copy of that bill 
will be posted on the Web site of the 
Rules Committee. Amendments should 
be drafted by Legislative Counsel and 
should be reviewed by the Office of the 
Parliamentarian to be sure that the 
amendments comply with the rules of 
the House. Members are also strongly 
encouraged to submit their amend-
ments to the Congressional Budget Of-
fice for analysis regarding possible 
PAYGO violations. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. TED STILES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
MCCOLLUM of Minnesota). Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
mark the passing this week of one of 
the most effective environmentalists in 
the State of New Jersey, indeed in the 
country, Dr. Ted Stiles. Perhaps not 
the most celebrated, he should be cele-
brated. He preserved thousands of 
acres, advanced the understanding of 
ecology, and improved the environment 
for millions of people for generations 
to come. To some of my colleagues 
from the western States, thousands of 
acres may not sound like much, but 
the significance of that preservation 
and the difficulty of doing it in the 
densely populated Northeast are great. 

Dr. Stiles chaired and led boards of 
the Stony Brook Millstone Watershed 
Association, the Mercer County Open 
Space Preservation Board, the Friends 
of Hopewell Valley Open Space, the 
Municipal Land Use Center, the New 
Jersey Academy of Science, and the 
Hutchinson Memorial Forest. He 
served for many years on boards, in-
cluding the Crossroads of the American 
Revolution Association; The Nature 
Conservancy, New Jersey chapter; and 
others. He continued all of this work 
through his illness and up to his death. 

He showed creative approaches to lo-
cally based environmental decision- 
making, such as his creation of the Mu-
nicipal Land Use Center; and he re-
ceived awards from academia and re-
gional and community organizations 
and the highest environmental award 
from the Governor of New Jersey. 

What distinguished Dr. Stiles espe-
cially was his unparalleled, unmatched 
ability to make people want to do 
those things that contribute to the 
general good. He made landowners 
want to offer their land to preservation 
organizations, and he made people 
want to spend their money to purchase 
and preserve that land. He made volun-
teer board members want to give of 
their time and effort to build commu-
nities and to improve the environment. 

He made grad students want to go to 
remote places around the world to do 
such things as measuring the size of 
fruits relative to the sizes of birds’ 
beaks so we could better understand 
the relationship between communities 
of plants and communities of animals. 

He made hundreds of local citizens 
want to spend a day twice a year clean-
ing up their town. And he made a po-
litically interested scientist want to 
leave a research career to run for Con-
gress. Yes, I am that scientist. Dr. 
Stiles’ research students continue to 
make contributions to research, teach-
ing, and public policy around the coun-
try. 

Throughout his life, it is not an 
empty cliche to say, Dr. Stiles, 
through goodwill and good ideas and 
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